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Welcome to volume 10.1–2 of the Journal for the Cognitive Science of Religion! 
In looking back at the first ten volumes of this journal, one is struck by the 
excitement and diversity of this ever-growing research field.

Our first issue appeared in 2013, and it clearly sketched out what would 
become the main focus of this journal, namely, method, theory, and experi-
mental studies. The first article by Ilkka Pyysiäinen (Pyysiäinen, 2013) brought 
readers up to date on the status of the foundational theories of the CSR and 
described how the CSR had developed from a theoretical endeavor to an inter-
disciplinary, empirical field of study. The next article by Chris G. Sibley and 
Joseph Bulbulia (Sibley & Bulbulia, 2013) demonstrated how methods devel-
oped by empirical psychologists could stimulate theory testing and generating 
in the CSR. The next article by Jeppe Sinding Jensen ( Jensen, 2013) intro-
duced a new understanding of human cognition as being mutually constituted 
by cognition and culture. He argued that two evolved foundations of human 
cognition – dual processing and cultural coding – are essential components 
of making sense of the complexities of religious thought and behavior. That 
article was followed by an approach quite different from earlier CSR research. 
Kristoffer Laigaard Nielbo, Uffe Schjoedt, and Jesper Sørensen (Nielbo et al., 
2013) introduced the role of predictive processing in human perception and 
how ritual behavior contributes to cognitive resource depletion. In their experi-
mental study, they demonstrated that understanding the actual processes of the 
brain is crucial to hypotheses about cognitive mechanisms. The final article of 
the issue by Benjamin Grant Purzycki (Purzycki, 2013) provided an analysis of 
empirical data collected in a largely unstudied population in the Tyva Republic 
and encouraged CSR scholars to pursue a cognitive ecological account of reli-
gion. In many ways, that issue was a watershed event highlighting promising 
new methods and theories that have since been successful in improving the 
explanatory power of CSR research, and more broadly, our understanding of 
human cognition.
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Our second issue focused on the development of new methods in the CSR. 
This issue was dedicated to showcasing what an experimental approach could 
accomplish in answering questions about religion with a whole array of new and 
exciting studies (Xygalatas, 2014). Since then, the JCSR has published thought-
provoking theories and models of cognition together with detailed empirical 
studies on a variety of topics. Theoretical topics included, among others, reli-
gion and sociality (Martin & Wiebe, 2014), philosophy (Gardiner & Engler, 
2015), evolution (Turner, 2016), imagination (van Mulukom, 2017/2019), 
mental disorders and religious experiences (Geertz, 2019/2021), embodiment 
(Van Cappellen & Edwards, 2018/2021), and enactive cognition (Ciołkosz, 
2021/2023).

The exuberance and dedication of new generations of scholars also led 
to important methodological developments including, among others, the 
above-mentioned experimental fieldwork, studying understudied popula-
tions (Newson et al., 2018/2021; Visuri, 2017/2019a), EEG studies (van 
Elk, 2014), the neuroscience of religion (Nenadalová & Geertz, 2021/2023), 
cognitive ethnography (Turpin & Stanford, 2018/2021), cognitive historiog-
raphy (Ambasciano, 2015; Chilcott, 2015), computational science (Lane & 
Shults, 2018/2021; Lane, 2013), and encouraging replication, preregistration, 
and open science (Hoogeveen & van Elk, 2018/2021; Kavanagh & Kapitány, 
2018/2021).

Many of the above-mentioned articles were updated and republished 
together with methodological articles published in the Journal of Cognitive 
Historiography in an anthology published in the JCSR book series Advances 
in the Cognitive Science of Religion. This anthology represented state-of-the-art 
cognitive science of religion (Geertz et al., 2022).

Since its inauguration, the JCSR has also highlighted innovative experimen-
tal studies. Mention can be made of the study of religious practice, personality, 
and social cognition (Sibley & Bulbulia, 2013); cognitive resource depletion 
during ritual (Nielbo et al., 2013); memory and minimally counterintuitive 
ideas (Harmon-Vukić & Upal, 2017/2019; Porubanova-Norquist et al., 2013); 
attribution of intentionality to natural phenomena (Nieuwboer et al., 2014); 
induced spiritual experiences and somatosensory processing (van Elk, 2014); 
mentalizing and belief (Greenway, 2016); imagination and autism (Visuri, 
2017/2019b); mentalizing and mysticism (Coleman et al., 2017/2019); 
dopaminergic excitation and religious experiences (Hunter, 2020/2022); and 
embodied representation of existential concepts (Harmon-Vukić & Spitalnic, 
2021/2023), among others.

This tenth volume continues the vibrancy of prior volumes with commentar-
ies and authorial replies in two book panels. The first panel concerns Benjamin 
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Grant Purzycki and Richard Sosis’ Religion Evolving: Cultural, Cognitive, and 
Ecological Dynamics (Purzycki & Sosis, 2022), and the second panel concerns 
Dimitris Xygalatas’ Ritual: How Seemingly Senseless Acts Make Life Worth 
Living (Xygalatas, 2022). The authors of both books are pioneers in expanding 
the methodological palette of the CSR, and the lively discussions among the 
panelists demonstrate that the CSR is becoming ever more successful in prob-
ing the depths and causes of religious behavior.
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